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Chief Officers 
 

___ 
 
21 December 2010 
 
Dear Chief Officer 
 
DEAR CHIEF OFFICER (SCOTLAND) LETTER 15/2010 
 
REDUCED IGNITION PROPENSITY (RIP) CIGARETTES - UPDATE 
 
As you will be aware, there is work ongoing around a new Standard and Test Method for RIP cigarettes.  A 
good deal of progress has been made on a number of areas. 
 
I have attached the letter from Sir Ken Knight, Chief Fire and Rescue Adviser, to the English Chief Fire Officers 
and a copy of the press release from CEN (the EU standards making body) announcing the publication of the 
standard for RIP cigarettes for your information. 
 
The main areas of progress are: 

• CEN published the Safer Standard and Test Method on 17 November 2010. 
• OJEU Referencing is planned for 12 months from 17 November 2010 (this will allow manufacturers to 

change their processing to meet the required standard).  Therefore the earliest the standard is likely to 
be referenced in the OJEU is around 17 November 2011. 

• The British Standards Institution (BSI), which is the UK’s national standards body, is also working to 
transfer the CEN standard into a national BSI standard with an equivalent British Standard for RIP 
cigarettes expected to be published by the end of December 2010. 

• UK policy and CFRA colleagues have had very positive meetings with tobacco manufacturing 
stakeholders to discuss their introduction of compliant products into the UK market with effect from the 
publication of the Reference Standard in the OJEU. 

• Scottish Government colleagues are keeping internal and external stakeholders informed of 
developments, including CFOA(S), through the Scotland Together Next Steps Group. 

 
If you would like to discuss this further, please contact my office. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
BRIAN FRASER 
Head of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Advisory Unit  

 
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
www.scotland.gov.uk 
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